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Dre. Small: Assata, | thank we all
had outr reasons for gething mvolved
with human nghts straggles. At the
DA W WY STOWWE Up, QU peopie
had o SR at the dack of the bdus
docause they grew up w the South. It
they 't say st they woukl be
Dmcdad. Podwe were hratahang peo-
PIC IR ORI Commuamty decause of
raciam, and most of our family could
BN gt an edation. What were some
of the reasons Wiy you got mvolved
the human nahts movement

Assata: When | was 3 weenager, the
Civel Tighls movement was very
importamt W the struggle of our poo-
pie. 1 spent the earhier part of my hife
wm Wilmington, North Caroling, where
my goandpacai ived. They had a
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xa*mﬁ Nmmm by the beach which
puarantead that dack people could go
R the daadh, decause Narth Carolina
at that ime was totally segregated. |
went 1 an all diack schoal. We lived
wmall dlack veighdorhoods. There
were white hospitaly, dlack hospitals,
white hibrartey, black hibranes, so
thare was essentially total segregation
and when the civil rghts movement
startad, of course, we all saw Rt as
samething tremendously important.
And although my grandparents sup-
parted the civil nghts movement, they
ware it 1o happy about their grand-
daughter baing part of 1. Fwould actu-
ally snoak out 1 2O to the meetings.
There was a aivil nghts arganization
that had their hoadquarters a little
down the street from my grandpar-
oy’ business. 1 was always going in
there and listening and finding out
what was happening and if [ could get
away, 1'd be there,

Then [ went to school in New York
and dxd some voter registration there
when [ was really young. 1 was really
shocked at how many people didn't
vote. | really became active when | got
0 college. By the thme | gat to college
| had seen s0 mwch pain, that I just
could not take looking at people in my
neighborhood strung out on  herain,
frustrated by poverty and unemploy-
WAL

Qe 1 got o school there was &
hidberatron movement taking place. This
was the beginning of the black power
movement. All of a sudden 1 was thrust
mto this world where people were

Continved on page 14
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By Oommemerator Siaff

On October 10, Reverend Jeosse
Tackson «= fresh from his latest
cravade to save affirmative action

« astumed a new position as
Special Advisor to the Secretary of
State and President of the United
States for the “promotion of
democracy in Africa,” punctuated
for the national media with a Kiss
from Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright.

The face of the Afnican contis
nent has been undergoing transfor-
mation throughout the last six
months in favor of national libera-
ton forces and against the world
forces of imperialist interests led
by the United States. It was on
May 17, 1997 that Laurent Desire
Kabila, leader of the Alliance of
Democratic  Forces for the
Liberation of Congo/Zaire and one
of the few surviving followers of
the first President of the Congo
Patrice Lumumba, declared the
Democratic  Republic of the
Congo, culminating 35 years of
revolutionary struggle.

Five presidents from neighbor-
g countnies appeared at Kabila's
inaugural podium, where Ugandan
President Yowen Museveni issued
a call for pan-African unity:
“Afnca is neither Anglophone nor
Francophone. My name is Yoweri
Museveni, son of Kagata. I am
Bantuphone and not an
Anglophone, because from
Camercon all the way to South
Aftica we  speak  Bantu
Languages.” Museveni added that
the Congo Alliance's victory “lib-
erated not only the Congo but also
all of Africa.”

In addition to Uganda's back-
ing, the Congo Alliance’s military
command had critical African
backing from the government of
Rwanda's Paul Kagame (former
soldier in rebellions against dicta-
tors Idi Amin and Milton Obote),
i addition to Angola, Burundi,
Tanzania, South Africa, Zambia
and the rebels who control
Southern Sudan.

The victory in the Democratic
Republic of Congo has inspired
exploited and oppressed peoples
across the region to action in a

Mglodv Market

Affirmative Re-Acuon‘?

domino effect. On October 13 in
Congo Republic (a sovereign
country on the western border of
the Democratic Republic of
Congo) General Denis Sassou-
Nguesso's Cobra militia, with the
support and aid of socialist
Angola, took control of the capital,
Brazzaville, and the nation’s sec-
ond largest city and economic cen-
ter of this oil-rich nation, Pointe-
Noir. Former President Pascal
Lissouba who had favored U.S.
aver French oil company trade and
political deals, fled Brazzaville in
anticipation of the takeover by
Sassou-Nguesso's rebel forces.

Anti-imperialist and ant-
colonial forces in Rwanda and
Burundi have similarly stepped up
their fight to liberate their coun-
tries and respective natural
resources from the clutches of
westem imperialism.

As special advisor, Reverend
Jackson is charged by President
Bill Clinton with “encouraging
respect for human rights and
improving the functioning of
democratic institutions throughout
the African continent.” History
shows United States-sponsored
projects undertaken in Nicaragua,
Chile, Haiti and elsewhere
throughout the world served to
undermine progressive freedom
struggles and/or socialist move-
ments while justifying military
despots on the dole from the
C.LLA,, the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank.

In the name of “democracy”
and “security,” the United States
supported, for example “democrat-
ic elections™ such as those held in
Nicaragua in 1989 in which the
US. stance towards the
Nicaraguan people was clearly
“vote for Chamorro and we'll stop
shooting you and mining your har-
bors.” In El Salvador, the U.S. sup-
ported efforts to elect members of
ARENA, the death squad organi-
zation controlled by the ruling
autocracy to political office.

Reverend Jackson's assignment
comes at a critical time. The United
States, as Chair of the United
Nations Security Council, is

Continued on page 11
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what are some of the possuve thmes

Assace:
af s morpton @ New York and 1 &ad
work o Soe the Panther 21, 2 ot of
whom were fends of mme. My off-
1952, 1970 becunse | really had prob-
Eems wih some of the work methods
ased by e Pty [ come from a

ethod of orgamazang Gt IS very |

ﬁp.:ufm I have those same “down
south” babuws [ belicove m respectmg
peopis and [ dom™t belicve m corsing |

Soet of old peopic. Al Gt Gane the |

Sherches and say, “¥ you dom't sapport
mmmm}m-fdm?
2o i | w0id them 1 was a prodiem.
comvamced Ee 0 jom i, offhcaally. |
thought tha! made sease and |
thoerit hat maybe | would have

mething 0 offer. In my opinion, i
m@-mmwj’m?ﬂ
e tme. The positive things for me
MMMMQIW
Dot esed 10 geliing Up in the moming.
I was scvercly cursed out the furst
Gavs becamse | dada’t got there on
tme Afier that, it was beantiful just
© work with the childrea, to just be
Hariem 1 zlso worked with the chil-
drea’s program, tcaching children
with people. I cnjoyed the spirit of
the Party. ] cajoyed the discipline that
we tried to be guite disciplined. |
enjoyed sindying. becanse it was in
the Black Panther Party where I start-
ed 10 be part of 2 stady group, and we
stzrt=d o study the works of Lenin

and Kim Il Seng and 2 whole lot of |

other people. 1 was biberated. Gomg
0 school af the same time, 1 was
zlways overworked and overicaded,
bat the activism and the peopie all
made it worthwhile. And 2t that time
we were narve, we really thought that
kmmhmmmmbeml

Well [ worked with the |
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Continued from page 8

to hear the shot and the screams of
Kamtzko's wife, who thought he had
been hit. After brushing off shards of
shattered glass, Kantako resumed
broadcasting within minutes and has
frequently played the tape of the
assaunlt. Incredibly, the Springfield
Police, who have a sub-station located
in the projects near the Kantako apart-
ment, never came to investigate the
attempied assassination, despite the
fact that they monitor BLR daily. All
of Springfield’s 15 principal media
outlets suppressed the story.

The Rodney King uprsing in Los
Angeles had its counterpart in
Springfield’s John Hay Public Housing
Projects, where Black Liberation Radio

| 1s Jocat=d. Some observers have called

the “micro-rebellion™ in Springfield the
most sophisticated in the nation. Scores
of young people outflanked the cops in

-y

The Rodney King uprising
in Los Angeles had its
counterpart in Springfield’s
John Hay Public Housing
Projects, where Black
Liberation Radio is located.
Some observers have called
the “micro-rebellion” in
Springfield the most
sophisticated in the nation.

two nights of skirmishes and destroyed
the police substation and the housing
Daa broadcast the action live.

The local authorities are currently
attempting to evict the Kantako family
and tear down the projects in which
they live. Mbanna and his family con-
tinue to resist and cmtinmtoopcrate

the radio station. Kantako views his
mission as one of helping establish
micro-radio stations as an educational
mfuhpwplcmurbmmigh

ic conditions confronting the mass of
Black people in the U.S. constitute a
Mofmde.ﬂevicmtheamb-
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the U.S. power str
Black professional c
has developed a che:
ate media model] that |
potential.
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Kantako is doing. T
thousands of indivi
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hands of the people.

The BLR stor
through alternative n
interest in micro-rac
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Berkeley and Radio
among the better-knc
of community radio
have sprung up in 1
Pan Africanist Congr
established a Black
network out of Ca
politically repressed
Human Rights envis
as a revolutionary w.
its advocacy work a
tion mission in T
Tetsuo Kogawa has
free radio stations in

Frederick Doug
Black abolitionist an
out a long time ago
cedes nothing witl
never has and it nev
Kantako is pressing
moral force and a stu
sheer will power. He¢
ers-that-be will allov
tinue is anybody’s
hinge on what the re:
not do. Frederick D
“Find out just what p
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with either words ©
both. The limits of
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whom they oppress.’

(Michael Townse)
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' Dr. Tolbert Small

sirugeling, but they become prey o
polive agencies that want to use them
10 SV on the community and to carry
out whatever dirty filthy deeds that
POlice  agoncies want them o carry
ont. 1 think that even with the reedom
of Information Act passed in the
1070, we didn't get a whole lot of
wihrmation

Pve got my (FOD files, and one
small percentage of files is in this huge
boy, and what it congists of is hundreds
and hundieds and hundreds of pagos
Mackad out. So how can anyone call
that “freedom of information? They
wied to make me pay for it even when |
was i prison. They said “we've spied
on you, we've tried to Kill you, we've
destroyed your life, now you have to
PAY U8 SO We can send you the papers
relating to that and have most of the
pertinent information crossed out.™
They really tried to make me pay. |
think that we worked something owt
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Anat % Shakur (left), former Black Pmther Plrty and Black
Liberation Army member, now living in Cuba,
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and Dr. Tolbert

Small, (right) The Commemorator Medical Editor and CCBPP
Board member, In August, 1997,

where we would only pay a small
amount, we had to pay for shipping.
QOriginally they wanted me to pay an
enormous amount per page, for literally
hundreds and thousands of pages. It
was adding insult to injury. So I think
that, yes COINTELPRO is still going
on, and one of the things I would like to
talk about specifically are the victims
of COINTELPRO of the sixties and
seventies. Even though the FBI has
admitted that they spied on people,
tried to neutralize people, used every
dirty trick in the book including
framing people, they have never
identified or admitted who those people
are.  So you still have political
prisoners in those prisons who were
victimized by COINTELPRO, targeted
by COINTELPRO, but nevertheless,
the state does not admit that they
victimized any specific people.
Geronimo had to be imprisoned 27
years until they released him and
they're still not admitting to what they
did 1o him. Duruba bin Wahad spent
19 years in prison and they never
admitted what they did to him, And all
of those political prisoners, many of
whom have been in prison more than
20 years, are still there, and they're
saying, “Well, you prove what we did
to you, you prove that we framed you,
you prove that we used false evidence,
we bribed witnesses, that we tortured
witnesses, ete.,” And in many of the
cases it's public knowledge that

people are in prison based on
testimony that was tortured out of
people, It's obvious that Mumia Abu-
Jamal was framed. It's obvious that
the New York 3 are imprisoned based
not only on perjured testimony but
testimony obtained by torture from a
witness who tried to say he was
tortured and told what o say. It's
public knowledge but the state is
indifferent, the state is indifferent to
political prisoners, the state is
indifferent to prisoners in general,

One-third of young black men are
either in mummmm
“jurisdiction” of the criminal ju

right now, The nnvamnmnt on every
level, whether it's the federal
government or it's the state
government, is really pushing and
running on a racist platform, and
whether they couch the racism in
ending affirmative action (and
affirmative action has never been
very affirmative nor has it been very
active in terms of eliminating some of

Even though the FBI has
admitted that they spied on
people, tried to neutralize
people, used every dirty trick
in the book including framing
people, they have never
identified or admitted who
those people are.

—Assata Shakur

the effects of 400 years of racism, but
they want to eliminate even that small
bit of positive action). They want to
cut that out. They want to blame
everything on immigrants. They
criminalize the black community and
cut out any Kind of social welfare
program, cut out any sort of

education program, jobs program. So
what they're saying essentially is that
these people should go off
somewhere to a corner and die, “We

take no social responsibility for
them,"

There is very little difference, in my
opinion, between being a semi-citizen
and a semi-slave so that the condition of
African people in the United States is
$0 1 think that the answer to the
mdmmmwwnmhw
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